Mabhler in Manchester

A celebration with the HallZ, BBC Philharmonic,
Manchester Camerata and The Bridgewater Hall
January to June 2010

ManchesterOsforemost musical institutions are to come together in a unique citywide celebration of
Mahler next year. Four of the cityOscultural stalwarts B the BBC Philharmonic, the HallZ, The
Bridgewater Hall and the Manchester Camerata D will join forces to mark the 150" anniversary of
MahlerOsirth. Between them they will present a full symphonic cycle and a series of world premieres,
plus a performance of Das Lied von der Erde (arr.Schoenberg). Manchester has a long tradition of
Mabhler performances and criticism stretching back to 1913, including BarbirolliOseign at the HallZ and
the writings of Samuel Langford, Neville Cardus and Michael Kennedy. The Mahler Festival has
echoes of the cityOdandmark tribute to Shostakovich in 2006, which won a South Bank Show Award,
and which showed ManchesterOscultural icons working together in a way no other major centre has
achieved.

The ten symphonies will be performed by the HallZ and the BBC Philharmonic in the order in which
they were composed, and all will be recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio 3. The BBC Philharmonic
will perform Nos 1, 3, 6, 7 and 10. The Orchestra will be led by Chief Conductor Gianandrea Noseda
in all symphonies but No. 3, where Chief Guest Conductor, Vassily Sinaisky, takes the podium. The
HallZ performs Nos 2, 4, 5 and 9. Their newly appointed Principal Guest Conductor Markus Stenz
conducts the first two in the HallZ series, while Music Director Sir Mark Elder conducts Nos 5 and 9.
Das Lied von der Erde will be performed by Manchester Camerata under their Music Director, Douglas
Boyd.

For the rare airing of the colossal symphony No 8, the OSymphonyof a ThousandO players from both
the HallZ and the BBC Philharmonic will join forces under the baton of Sir Mark to form the huge
orchestra Mahler demands. Combined with the four choirs required of this epic work (the HallZ Choir
and HallZ ChildrenOsChoir will be joined by the City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus and Youth
Chorus), this will be one of the largest musical events ever staged on the platform of The Bridgewater
Hall.

Before each Mahler symphony, audiences will be able to hear a world premiere of a new work
commissioned by BBC Radio 3, the HallZ or Manchester Camerata. The new works are designed to
reflect on the symphony which follows. Brothers Colin and David Matthews contribute, alongside other
composers from a range of international backgrounds. Among them are English composers Edward
Gregson, Luke Bedford and Anthony Payne and the young Lebanese Londoner Bushra El-Turk. New
works by the American jazz composer-pianist Uri Caine, the Austrians Kurt Schwertsik and Friedrich
Cerha and German Detlev Glanert will be heard. Symphony No. 8 is partnered with a dazzling organ



improvisation on the symphonyOsVeni Creator Spiritus theme by Olivier Latry, organist at Notre Dame
in Paris.

The Bridgewater Hall and Manchester Camerata together present Eternal Blue Horizons, a study day
devoted to Mahler, culminating in a performance of Das Lied von der Erde conducted by Douglas
Boyd. The Bridgewater Hall hosts expert speakers and BBC Radio 30sDiscovering Music programme,
which will examine the workOsbackground. Meanwhile The Bridgewater Hall and Manchester
Camerata have already launched their Songbook of the Earth education project, in which 450 primary
school children will produce a songbook inspired by and working with MahlerOssymphonic song cycle
devoted to Nature. Douglas Boyd says: "This festival not only marks the life and work of one of the
greatest of composers, who took the Symphony to new limits, it also celebrates the musical vitality of
our great city and its three orchestras, collaborating and playing at the top of their game. Manchester
Camerata comes at the project from a very different angle, performing the rarely heard chamber
version of Mahler's The Song of the Earth.”

Sir Mark Elder comments: OThisMahler cycle offers a chance to hear what makes the composerQOs
voice so distinctive and to assess its importance a century after the completion of the Ninth
Symphony. It is only in the last fifty years or so that these works have become central to the
orchestral repertoire and in my experience we engage with them much more creatively and intensely
at live performances than on recordings.O

Gianandrea Noseda adds: Olsee Mahler as the connecting bridge between late Romanticism and
Expressionism, up to the advent of twelve tone techniques. To survey his music in this way is a huge
undertaking, and only a city such as Manchester, with its three excellent orchestras and close artistic
community, can meet such a challenge. 1tOsfor me a great pleasure to share the podium with my
highly respected colleagues, and to lead the audience on this inspiring journey. | wish everybody a
deep and enjoyable Mahler experience.O

MAHLER CONCERTS AT THE BRIDGEWATER HALL, MANCHESTER

Saturday 16 January 2010, 7.30pm | BBC Philharmonic / Noseda
Kurt Schwertsik Nactmutsken; Mahler Symphony No.1

Thursday 28 January 2010, 7.30pm | HallZ / Stenz
Colin Matthews Crossing the Alps; Mahler Symphony No.2

Saturday 30 January 2010 from 2.00pm | A day of events at The Bridgewater Hall
Eternal Blue Horizons: Exploring MahlerOs Song of the Earth

Saturday 30 January 2010, 7.30pm | Manchester Camerata / Boyd
Bushra El Turk New Work; Beethoven Symphony No.6 Pastoral;, Mahler Das Lied von der Erde
(arr.Schoenberg)

Saturday 13 February 2010, 7.30pm | BBC Philharmonic / Sinaisky; HK Gruber*
Friedrich Cerha like a tragicomedy*, Mahler Symphony No.3

Thursday 18 February 2010, 7.30pm | HallZ / Stenz
Mabhler Blumine; Schubert orch. Detlev Glanert Einsamkeit D620; Mahler Symphony No.4

Thursday 4 March 2010, 7.30pm | HallZ / Elder
Uri Caine New Work; Mahler Symphony No.5



Saturday 27 March 2010, 7.30pm | BBC Philharmonic / Noseda
Edward Gregson Dream Song; Mahler Symphony No.6

Saturday 24 April 2010, 7.30pm | BBC Philharmonic / Noseda
David Matthews Symphony No.7; Mahler Symphony No.7

Sunday 2 May 2010, 7.30pm | HallZ and BBC Philharmonic / Elder
Olivier Latry Improvisation on ‘Veni Creator Spiritus’; Mahler Symphony No.8 ‘Symphony of a Thousand’

Thursday 27 May 2010, 7.30pm | HallZ / Elder
Luke Bedford New Work; Mahler Symphony No.9

Saturday 5 June 2010, 7.30pm | BBC Philharmonic / Noseda
Anthony Payne The Period of Cosmography; Mahler compl. Cooke Symphony No.10
The Mahler concerts will go out on BBC Radio 3 over ten consecutive weeks at 7pm,

starting on Easter Monday 5 April

To book tickets please contact the box office on 0161 907 9000 or http://www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk

For press enquiries regarding the HallZ, please contact Camilla Thornton at VBPR:
camilla@vbpr.co.uk 020 7586 8560

For press enquiries regarding the BBC Philharmonic, please contact Susan Mackean:
susan.mackean@bbc.co.uk 07931 520 437
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